TOWN OF THOMPSON

ORDINANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 @ 7:00 AM

MERRILL SENEY COMMUNITY ROOM ~ TOWN HALL

PRESENT:  Charles Paquette, Al Landry, Celeste Guimont, Joann Hall

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 AM.

Member discussion ensued, committee members are very upset with the lack of notice they were given to review nine (9) ordinances for the Town Meeting already scheduled on May 18th. Al Landry noted that it does not matter what the committee’s comments or revisions are at this point because these ordinances have to be filed with the Town Clerk for so long prior to the Town Meeting being held for public viewing, & that essentially does not give the committee time to make any revisions, these ordinances should already be filed with the Clerk for public viewing for next week’s Town Meeting.  Celeste Guimont noted her frustration as well.  The members are very frustrated they were given such short notice to review nine (9) ordinances, six (6) of which they have already reviewed & approved & forward to the Board of Selectmen almost two (2) years ago.  The committee members are confused, why are they readdressing the first four (4) agenda items, when they sent these four (4) ordinances to the Board of Selectmen for action on 5/29/14. And where did this proposed “Blight Ordinance” come from?  The members have reviewed this in-depth several years back & denied it in the past due to enforcement issues among others. Whoever is bringing this ordinance back should have come to the committee a long time ago, they could have saved them a lot of time, the committee has been in existence since 2008 & have been working on all the ordinances for eight (8) years now.
Another issue:  Members informed Paul Lenky, First Selectman, on 5/1/14 at the committee meeting that the committee needs two (2) more members & they still haven’t heard anything a year later.  Are there no volunteers in Thompson? Any updates?
1) Review revised Ordinance #10-011B Inland Wetlands Commission

Members reviewed the ordinance the committee submitted over a year ago to the Board of Selectmen for action.  There appear to be no changes between this one & the one forwarded to the Selectmen.  This ordinance can be forwarded to the Board of Selectmen for action.
2) Review revised Ordinance #10-011A Conservation Commission

Members reviewed the ordinance the committee submitted over a year ago to the Board of Selectmen for action. In paragraph two (2) Membership, last sentence “The First Selectman shall fill all vacancies in the membership of the Conservation Commission and may remove any member for ‘just’ cause.” Members added the word “just” cause to the last sentence.  This ordinance can be forwarded to the Board of Selectmen for action.
3) Review revised Ordinance #10-038 Planning & Zoning Commission

Member discussion ensued, the committee rejected this proposal the last time it was sent to them, they are opposed to decreasing the membership from ten (10) members to nine (9) for various reasons, namely the more voices, input, & knowledge the better for the commission & the Town. Where is this coming from & who is proposing to revise this again?  Also, how would this be accomplished, it’s an incomplete ordinance proposal, this proposed change wouldn’t be effective until four (4) years from now anyways for the next election.
4) Review revised Ordinance #10-012A Thompson Constables

Whose idea is it to split this ordinance from the Emergency Management Personnel? Why didn’t this person come to the ordinance committee with these changes?  The committee has worked hand in hand with Stephen Benoit, the Emergency Management Director, & former First Selectman Larry Groh, in reviewing & revising this ordinance a couple years back. The Emergency Management Director uses constables in cases of emergencies, etc., & this should remain molded into one (1) ordinance as it is.  In section “E” to read “The Emergency Management Director shall have the authority to appoint additional Emergency Management Personnel ‘including constables’ during a case of emergency for a temporary period of time only on an as needed basis.” The committee members prefer keeping it combined as one (1) ordinance as they have already worked through this in conjunction with the Emergency Management Director.
5) Review revised Ordinance #10-012B Emergency Management Personnel

Consensus of committee members prefer keeping this combined with the Constables ordinance.  See agenda item #4 above.

6) Review revised Ordinance #10-015 Establishing an Economic Development Commission
Members reviewed the ordinance the committee submitted over a year ago to the Board of Selectmen for action.  There are no changes proposed.  There is a typo on a amendment date, should read September 24, 1998, not 2998. This ordinance can be forwarded to the Board of Selectmen for action.
7) Review proposed Ordinance #10-053 Control of the Unrestricted Wandering of Farm Animals

Members reviewed the proposed ordinance with the ordinance that they reviewed & submitted last year, there are no changes proposed.  This ordinance can be forwarded to the Board of Selectmen for action.
8) Review & number the proposed Ordinance for the Control of Dogs

Members reviewed the proposed ordinance, does this affect State & Federal lands i/e the West Thompson Dam, Quaddick State Park, etc? This proposal is probably not enforceable.  Again, where did this proposed ordinance come from? Merry Bennett, Animal Control Officer of Thompson, came to a couple meetings years ago when the committee reviewed the agriculture & farming ordinances, Merry stated she works under the CT. State Statutes & an additional ordinance was not required or necessary.

9) Review & number the proposed Ordinance for Blight Control

Committee members briefly looked over the proposed blight ordinance? Too much to review in such short notice. Again, where did this come from & why wasn’t the committee involved sooner?  The members did an abundance of research on a blight ordinance several years ago & concluded the Town has four officials/agencies in place for dilapidated structures, we have the Building Official, for garbage/refuse we have the Northeast District Department of Health, for commercial structures, we have the Fire Marshal, for criminal activity, we have the State Police, & the smaller aesthetic issues are more than no, civil issues & we don’t want to burden the Town with another person added onto the payroll to regulate, enforce, etc. The consensus of committee members are opposed to a blight ordinance.
The recording secretary, after the meeting, has spoken with the First Selectman Paul Lenky, the ordinances were not listed on the May 18th Town Meeting agenda, so therefore, they could not be discussed at the 5/18/15 Town Meeting. Mr. Lenky said he would have to have another Town Meeting to discuss & vote on the ordinances & he will keep the committee members informed of when that will be.

Al Landry stated Thursday morning meetings are the best day & time for him due to his & his wife’s work schedules.

10) Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 AM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna M. Hall,

Recording Secretary
