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                           TOWN of

          THOMPSON
                                 Board of Selectmen


Minutes: Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016
Merrill Seney Room, Town Hall
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The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

First Selectman Ken Beausoleil called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.

Present:
Ken Beausoleil


Steve Herbert
Absent:
Shaina Smith
Staff Present: Tina Fox, Recording Secretary

Also Present: Members of the Public
I. Approval of Minutes
A. Steve Herbert moved and Ken Beausoleil seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the November 15, 2016 regular meeting as written.

Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.
B. Steve Herbert moved and Ken Beausoleil seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the November 28, 2016 special meeting as written.

Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.
II. Correspondence

A. Email from SHR Energy regarding deadlines for the project that is proposed.
B. TEEG Annual Report.

C. Information from CCM regarding meeting dates.

D. Letter from CT DOT notifying Thompson that they are upgrading railroad crossing flashers and gates at Main St.

E. CCM notification of Holiday Business After Hours program December 24th at 182 Main St. in Putnam.

F.  CT Water sent information regarding future expansion of the public water system.
G. Letter from Thompson Together stating that they are in support of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) resolution passed at the previous meeting in opposition to the demolition of the River Mill at 929 Riverside Dr.

H. CCM Legislative Committee meeting being held December 13th in Cromwell.

I. Information from Southern New England Telephone Company regarding declaration of personal property.

J. Minutes of the CT Siting Council of November 10th.

K. Thank you letter from Thames Valley Council for Community Action.

L. NECCOG annual meeting on December 15th at 12:00 PM at the Pomfret Rectory School.
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M. Proposal for pothole patching that will be passed on to Leo Adams to look at.
N. Information from USDA concerning the pump station, sewer system upgrades at the TWPCA.

O. Letter for home energy audits.

P. United Services annual report.

III. Selectmen’s Comments

A. K. Beausoleil presented the following Selectmen’s Comments:
1. Hoped everyone had a good holiday. Stated that roads were sanded yesterday and there was a two hour delay for the school because of inclement weather.
2. Leo Adams was paving on Fabyan Rd. the day before and the day of this meeting. Another half day will be sent on Fabyan Rd., and then there are some driveway aprons to finish up.

3. A Special Town Meeting was scheduled for December 12th for the request of $48,600 for the Community Fire Department.

B. S. Herbert presented the following Selectmen’s Comments:

1. Asked for an update regarding the recordings. K. Beausoleil stated that two recorders were purchased that record in MP3 format. The two November BOS meeting recordings were put on the website, and the rest will follow. Jim Stratos, webmaster, has said that there is not enough storage capacity, which will be looked into. Also, all 2013 minutes have been added back to the website.
2. Asked about the MS4 permit. K. Beausoleil stated that there will be a meeting with the State in January for inspections. Nothing further has been done with the permit. Still working with the Town Attorney on the conflict of interest with the current proposal. S. Herbert suggested looking at other companies that can provide the service.
IV. Citizens’ Comments
A. Linda Jarmolowicz, 7 Denis Dr., stated that she does not know why the Special Town Meeting was scheduled on a night that two other Board meetings are scheduled when it could have been scheduled two days later. K. Beausoleil stated that it was an oversight.
B. Mike Krogul, Walker Dr., stated that the Board received a copy of the Board of Education (BOE) proposal for busing (RFP for the privatization of the buses). He asked about the portion of the RFP that that states the Town will provide area for buses to be stored at $2,500 per month. K. Beausoleil stated that the BOS has not been consulted regarding the RFP. There was discussion at a meeting at the Library regarding what the BOE has control over and what the Town has control over. He spoke to Dr. Jolin about his concerns with that portion of the RFP, and Dr. Jolin stated the $2,500 is based on what the consultant suggested and everything is up for negotiation. M. Krogul stated that if this is a proposal, you can’t just throw a number out and say it’s negotiable; it doesn’t make any sense. He asked if there will be an open meeting regarding the sale of the buses.
C. Rob Mann, 15 Meadow Rd., mentioned a WINY article about the Town of Pomfret using a coal tar based product on a road, and asked what types of products Thompson uses on roads. K. Beausoleil stated that when Thompson does chip sealing, they use the same product as the State.
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D. Paul Baer, Thompson Rd., asked that if amounts are in an RFP, what would be negotiated afterwards. Thompson is getting a negative reputation with proposals. Companies don’t want to do business here. Regarding the conflict of interest ordinance, he suggested abiding by the ordinance instead of trying to change or work around it. A defendant in the Starr Rd. issue filed a motion for status conference; the Town is delinquent in transmitting certified list of records to the attorneys, so now a hearing is scheduled. Regarding the FOIA case against the Planning and Zoning Commission, the First Selectman originally said he would not authorize payments for attorney fees, and $3,000 has been spent to date. The FOI Commission has not issued a penalty or fine in seven years. He asked If the Ethics Committee and/or Fire Advisory Committee is going anywhere. He would like to know the size of the file of the recording of tonight’s meeting because he read a WINY article where the First Selectman stated MP3 file sizes are smaller and there is a storage issue on the website. There used to be almost 5,000 files on the website and there was never a storage problem. There are multiple Boards/Commissions/Agencies with members that do not show up, and they should be removed and their spots advertised for. The Town vehicle was left over night with the windows down on a night it snowed. He previously made an offer to the fire departments to send a member to national training, and the BOS did not pass on the invitation. He spoke directly to two fire departments and repeated his offer. Regarding agenda item number 8, according to Building Committee minutes, they have already hired someone and received approval for funds.
V. Road List: No Update
VI. Inter-town Capital Equipment Resolution
A. K. Beausoleil stated that the Board of Finance has been made aware of the situation. He read a resolution aloud.
B. Ken Beausoleil moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to approve the resolution as read.
1. S. Herbert stated that the resolution indicates the First Selectman would sign all necessary agreements in order to enter a binding agreement to acquire the vehicle, but because of the amount, he thought this would require a Town meeting.

2. K. Beausoleil stated the amount should come in at just under $20,000, not requiring a Town meeting.
Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes


The motion carried unanimously.
VII. Appointment - James Leite – Housing Authority
A. K. Beausoleil stated that this is a reappointment for James Leite to the Housing Authority.
B. Ken Beausoleil moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to appoint James Leite to the Thompson Housing Authority, term to end October 31, 2021.
1.
S. Herbert asked if a volunteer application was received. K. Beausoleil stated that this is a reappointment, and the original application is on file, as well as a recommendation for the appointment from Susanne Witkowski, Housing Authority member.
Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.
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VIII. Building Committee Request for Funds for a Recording Secretary
A. John Rice stated that he spoke to the First Selectman prior to the Building Committee meeting to see if funds would be available for a Recording Secretary, and the item was included on the Building Committee agenda. The Recording Secretary will not be on the payroll until the January meeting, if funds are approved. The person they chose understands the position is based on the approval of funds. The amount would be $900 total for six meetings.
B. There was discussion about how to handle the situation, with K. Beausoleil suggesting having an employee in his office be the Recording Secretary as there is money in that employee’s line item, which would avoid the necessity of asking the BOF for a transfer. J. Rice stated that the Building Committee would like to have continuity with the Recording Secretary, as they would be working on long-term projects.
C. Ken Beausoleil moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to notify and request the $900 from the Board of Finance in order to cover the Recording Secretary for the Building Committee.
Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.
IX. Other Business: None
X. Citizens’ Comments 

A. Rob Mann, 15 Meadow Dr., asked if there would be a Town Meeting to pass a resolution in opposition to the proposed power plants in Burrillville and Killingly. K. Beausoleil stated that there is no plan at this time. 
B. Paul Baer, Thompson Rd., stated that the person the Building Committee plans to hire as Recording Secretary is the Executive Assistant to Dr. Jolin and the Recording Secretary for the BOE. He stated that it is amazing how many things cost just under $20,000. The BOF settled with a former employee for just under $20,000. It is sleazy to make sure items come in at just under $20,000 to avoid a Town Meeting. He hopes Community Fire Department will come to the Town Meeting with financial information. Another department spent $15,000 on turnout gear by cashing in a CD. He finds it interesting that the purchase requisitions for the attorney for the PZC FOIA complaint were not signed by the department head, but were signed by two Selectmen. The Selectmen should not be signing things that are not complete.

C. Michael Krogul, Walker Dr., asked about the Marianapolis Sewer project. K. Beausoleil stated that Marianapolis has a bond in place to cover the expenses of the whole project, and it is still under budget, just stalled. M. Krogul asked that something be put in writing by the First Selectman regarding his displeasure with the bus RFP/the phone call he had with Dr. Jolin.
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XI. Tax Refunds
A. Ken Beausoleil moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to approve the following tax refunds:

1. Samantha Hartley



$31.01
2. Jody Kerns




$12.48
Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes


The motion carried unanimously.

XII. Adjourn

A. 
Steve Herbert moved and Ken Beausoleil seconded the motion to adjourn.


Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.
B. First Selectman Ken Beausoleil adjourned the meeting at 8:02 PM.
Tina Fox
Recording Secretary
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
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MUNICIPAL BUILDING
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TELEPHONE (860) 923-9561  ∙  FAX (860) 923-3836
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