[image: image1.png]


                           TOWN of

          THOMPSON
                                 Board of Selectmen


Minutes: Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, February 21, 2017
Merrill Seney Room, Town Hall
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The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

First Selectman Ken Beausoleil called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Present:
Ken Beausoleil


Shaina Smith



Steve Herbert

Staff Present: Tina Fox, Recording Secretary

Also Present: Members of the Public
I. Approval of Minutes
A.
Steve Herbert moved and Ken Beausoleil seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the February 6, 2017 special meeting as written.
Ken Beausoleil- Yes


Shaina Smith- Abstain
Steve Hebert- Yes

The motion carried.

B.
Shaina Smith moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the February 7, 2017 regular meeting as written.
Ken Beausoleil- Yes


Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Hebert- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.
C. Steve Herbert moved and Shaina Smith seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the February 8, 2017 special meeting with the following correction:

1.
Page 3, 5th line, should be “…each light cost.”
Ken Beausoleil- Yes


Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Hebert- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.

D.
Shaina Smith moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the February 10, 2017 special meeting as written.
Ken Beausoleil- Yes


Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Hebert- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.

E.
Shaina Smith moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the February 13, 2017 special meeting as written.
Ken Beausoleil- Yes


Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Hebert- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.

F.
Steve Herbert moved and Shaina Smith seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the February 14, 2017 special meeting as written.
Ken Beausoleil- Yes


Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Hebert- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.
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II. Correspondence

A. Press release from DEEP announcing $9,704 grant awarded to Thompson for trail maintenance equipment.
B. Letter from Department of Housing regarding Small Cities grant at Gladys Green/Pineview Court announcing that the grant is closed out.

C. Northeast Chamber of Commerce business after hours at Pomfret School Thursday, March 9 from 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM.

D. Letter from Town Attorney St. Onge sent to attorney representing SHR Energy based on an email received from Noel Lafayette of SHR Energy requesting $80,000 from the Town of Thompson as reimbursement. Any and all future correspondence regarding SHR Energy will go through the Town Attorney.
E. Letter from Connecticut Division of Criminal Justice, Chief States Attorney’s office stating that the investigation regarding a forged document is completed and closed; they were not able to establish requisite probable cause.

III. Selectmen’s Comments

A. K. Beausoleil presented the following Selectmen’s Comments:
1. NECCOG is finishing the job review at Town Hall.
2. An ad was placed in the Shopper’s Guide regarding vacant committee/commission positions.

3. Economic Development Commission Branding/Identity meetings are moving forward.

4. Attended a meeting in Hartford regarding senate bill 746, amending of the MERS retirement system for new hires. Had the opportunity to testify to the Labor Committee on how the situation affects Thompson.

5. Regarding the investigation of the forged document, the Town is in the process of having passwords changed on a routine basis, and making other corrections to computer security.

B. S. Herbert presented the following Selectmen’s Comment:

1. The pension issue that K. Beausoleil spoke about could potentially cost the Town over $100,000. K. Beausoleil stated that it could if the Town is forced back into MERS.
C. S. Smith presented the following Selectmen’s Comment:

1.
There was a good turn out for the Town Meeting last week, and the roof project will be going to Referendum from Noon to 8:00 PM on February 22, 2017.

IV. Citizens’ Comments
A. Paul Baer, Thompson Rd., stated that the website continues to have inconsistent file formats; there are missing BOS minutes for most of the years. The First Selectman said a few months ago that a new recorder was purchased because the new format would be smaller. When it was discovered that the new format is ten times larger, the First Selectman said space was not an issue on the website, which is inconsistent. The software to listen to the recordings is available for free on the Town website. The budget is in rough shape and cuts need to be made or the Town could face a 5 mil increase. Recreation Department wants a truck. Library employees asked for salary increases consistent with the union contract. He specifically asked at Town Meeting if Community Fire had any funds to cover the equipment they were asking for, and was told no. 
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Now it is discovered that they have $89,000 in a savings account. The Town was duped into giving them more money. There was a request for increase to Assessor-in-Training hours. Legal bills are insane. SHR Energy wants $80,000 from the Town. There is a State statute stating that the BOF has to make recommendations regarding the BOE budget within a certain amount of days, and they are seeking legal opinion on that. Residents can’t afford a 5 mil increase; something has to change. 
B. T.J. Mitchell, Indian Inn Rd., stated that he moved here three years ago and taxes are crazy. Taxes on his house have gone up but there is hardly anything in Thompson for public services. The budgets are a joke; they’re not realistic. 

C. Don Pimental, 40 Starr Rd., stated that taxes are crazy in Thompson. Living in Thompson is expensive and the mil rate could go up by 5 mils if something is not done. Regarding the $200,000 for a roof at the Ellen Larned building, the Town should try to get a roof that doesn’t leak, but within reason. Thompson doesn’t have services like police. The Board should make cuts to the budget instead of increases. This is a poor Town and the Board should start acting like it is a poor Town.
D. Rob Mann, 15 Meadow Dr., stated that he agrees with the previous comments. $1.4 million could be cut from Thompson’s funds from the State. The mil rate needs to be kept down. People want to raise the minimum wage to $15 an hour, but if taxes keep going up, it would need to be raised to $25 an hour.

V. 630 Riverside Drive Brownfield Grant Final Draft (CME)
A. Janet Blanchette, Chair of the Mill Sites Redevelopment Advisory Committee, stated that CME Associates did an environmental report of 630 Riverside Dr. after Thompson received a $200,000 grant from the State. She introduced Wayne Bugden of CME Associates to present the study.
B. Wayne Bugden presented the findings of the study, and answered questions from the audience afterward.

VI. February 22, 2017 Referendum
A. K. Beausoleil stated that the Referendum regarding the roof at the Ellen Larned building will be from Noon to 8:00 PM on February 22, 2017.
VII. Budget Presentation on March 2, 2017
A. K. Beausoleil stated that the Board of Education and Board of Selectmen will present their budgets to the Board of Finance on March 2nd at 7:00 PM in the school auditorium.
VIII. Other Business: None
IX. Citizens’ Comments 

A. Joe Lindley stated that there is a BOE meeting scheduled at the same date and time that K. Beausoleil announced for the budget presentation. K. Beausoleil explained that it is a joint meeting.
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B. Don Pimental, 40 Starr Rd., asked if the letter was read from the State Chiefs Attorney’s office. He knows the letter said the matter was closed, but a forgery was committed. The ZEO and Town Planner wrote a letter about him and his father stating there was a breach in their office. The BOS has a duty to investigate a little further. He was accused of breaking into someone’s cabinet, and then he proved she gave me the document two weeks later. The forgery cost his family $13,000. Someone needs to finish the investigation and he is not letting this go. He wants the date and time the document was created. 

C. Paul Baer, Thompson Rd., stated that the State Chiefs Attorney’s office was looking at a high standard for criminal activity, but that is not the same criteria for administration errors. This cost the taxpayers a lot of money and it isn’t over. There is no return on investment for legal bills. There was a lease signed that the Historical Society was responsible for maintenance at the Ellen Larned building. P. Baer stated that Mr. Groh expressed indignation about the condition of 65 Main St., but Mr. Groh and K. Beausoleil were Selectmen when the building was allowed to deteriorate. The Town doesn’t enforce contracts. The contract wasn’t enforced when the bridge wasn’t completed on time. If taxes keep being increased, who is going to want to develop anything in Thompson?
X. Tax Refunds: None
XI. Adjourn

A. 
Steve Herbert moved and Shaina Smith seconded the motion to adjourn.


Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.
B. First Selectman Ken Beausoleil adjourned the meeting at 8:14 PM.
Tina Fox
Recording Secretary
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