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                           TOWN of

          THOMPSON
                                 Board of Selectmen


Minutes: Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017
Merrill Seney Room, Town Hall
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The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

First Selectman Ken Beausoleil called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Present:
Ken Beausoleil


Steve Herbert


Shaina Smith (entered at 7:02 PM)
Staff Present: Tina Fox, Recording Secretary

Also Present: Members of the Public

I. Approval of Minutes

A.
Steve Herbert moved and Ken Beausoleil seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the July 5, 2017 regular meeting as written.
Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.
II. Correspondence
A. Statistics from prescription drug program.
B. Thank you note from ACCESS Agency for the Town of Thompson’s donation.

C. Last Green Valley annual celebration dinner on August 27th at Publick House in Sturbridge, MA.

S. Smith entered the meeting at 7:02 PM.

D. Annual letter for solicitation to join COST.

E. Follow up letter on the opioid lawsuit from the City of Waterbury.

F. Letter from a citizen sent July 2nd commending the Town and Public Works department for the work on the Airline Trail.

G. Department of Public Health will run a campaign promoting private well testing program.

H. Owner of 98 Ravenelle Rd. sent letters to abutters stating that they are selling their property. The Town of Thompson is an abutter.

I. Notification from the CT State Library stating that Thompson has been awarded the $4,000 documents preservation grant.

J. The State will be replacing pedestrian crossing signs and crosswalks.

K. Announcement from Brooklyn Fair stating that employees will be offered a discounted price for tickets.
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III. Selectmen’s Comments
A. S. Herbert presented the following Selectmen’s Comment:

1. Thanked Al and Lynn Landry on their landscaping efforts at Town Hall.
B. K. Beausoleil presented the following Selectmen’s Comments:

1. State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) will hold a meeting at the Thompson Library on July 20th at 7:00 PM.

2. Enterprise Zone meeting August 3rd at 9:00 AM at the Thompson Library.

3. The 929 Riverside Dr. mill will not be discussed at the August SHPO meeting, and has been postponed to October. The Change.org petition is still ongoing.

4. Chip sealing on roads has begun.

5. The fire study is moving along.

6. Steve Benoit was around Town during the storm the previous Wednesday. Watson Rd. needed to be closed, as well as a part of Linehouse Rd.
7. Ken Beausoleil moved and Shaina Smith seconded the motion to add as Other Business “TEEG Solar” to agenda item number 10.

Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.
8. K. Beausoleil stated that an Inland Wetlands Commission application is needed for the rain gardens and tree filters at the Library.

a. Ken Beausoleil moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to add it to the agenda. 

Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.

IV. Citizens’ Comments
A. Al Landry, 33 Randall Rd., stated that Governor Malloy has spoken about opening CT to fracking waste for income. Any town that does not have an ordinance banning fracking waste will be out of luck. He would like the Board to consider not moving meeting locations anymore. He stated that there are ways to go solar other than roof mounts. Ground mounts are easier to clean and it is easier to remove the snow off the solar panels. When you change the roof, you have to take the panels off and then put them back on. He asked about a potential crosswalk near Dollar General. K. Beausoleil stated that he spoke with DOT engineers about the intersection and has not heard back from them.
B. John Rice stated that the Town could look into acquiring the land on the Ravenelle Rd. property that was discussed without the house and barn. He stated that there is money in the open space fund and it might be worth investigating.
C. Ramon Jameson, 46 Taylor Rd., asked when Quaddick Rd. Bridge is going to be finished as there is an area that seemed washed out. K. Beausoleil stated that the area is on the punch list to be finished up. R. Jameson stated that he was surprised to see a notice on a telephone pole that ‘they’ are poisoning the lake on Thursday. K. Beausoleil stated that the treatment is done through the Quaddick Lake Association as part of a grant they received five to six years ago. R. Jameson stated that it’s weird that it is like the lake belongs to them and not everyone. He did not see anything about a meeting or an advertisement about it. He stated that the SHPO meeting is scheduled for the same night as the BOF meeting. K. Beausoleil stated that the BOF meeting on July 20th has been cancelled.
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V. Building Committee Request
A. J. Rice stated that the Building Committee recommended an engineer and they are looking for the BOS to move it forward. 
B. S. Herbert stated that CME appeared to be the low bidder, but the Building Committee requested Tighe & Bond. He also pointed out a mathematical error on the comparison of the two bids. 
C. Bill Birch stated that many items in the CME contract were not specifically spelled out and were listed as additional costs. J. Rice stated that Tighe & Bond spelled out exactly what was needed.
D. There was some discussion and no action was taken at this time.
VI. Ellen Larned Museum/Town Meeting
A. K. Beausoleil stated that PZC approved the transfer of the Ellen Larned Museum to the Thompson Historical Society. He stated that when the Town transferred the Old Town Hall to THS, it was written into the agreement that if THS ever dissolves, then the building would be sold back to the Town. In addition, THS has assets, so if they dissolved, those assets could be liquidated to offset expenses. The Town Attorney will write up a contract that states the Town will have the right to purchase the building back for one dollar.
B. S. Herbert stated that it seemed the wording in the previous contract was appropriate, and he believes this is a good thing for the Town and for everybody to go forward.

C. Ken Beausoleil moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to send the transfer of the Ellen Larned Museum to Town Meeting for its approval at the next available Town Meeting.

Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.

VII. Building Official
A. K. Beausoleil stated that this was not voted on the last time the BOS discussed it. The Town’s needs have been met thus far with the current agreement. 
B. S. Herbert stated that it is a good solution for the interim.

C. Shaina Smith moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion for the First Selectman to enter into a contract with the Town of Woodstock for the Building Official.

Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.

VIII. Ordinances: Fracking, Constables, Emergency Management
A. The Board discussed these ordinances in detail and made suggested changes.

Ken Beausoleil moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to move agenda item 10 (Other Business) before item 9 (Executive Session) and add “Easement Grant for CT Water.”

Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.
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IX. Other Business

A. TEEG Solar

1. K. Beausoleil stated that he is in support of allowing TEEG to have solar panels on their roof. He stated that TEEG would enter the contract, and the Town would just be allowing the modifications to the building.

2. Ken Beausoleil moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to allow the installation of solar panels at the Town-owned TEEG building.

Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.

B. Library Rain Gardens and Tree Filters Inland Wetlands Commission Application

1. K. Beausoleil stated that the BOS needs to apply for an IWC application for the proposed rain gardens and tree filters at the Library

2. There was some brief discussion

3. Steve Herbert moved and Shaina Smith seconded the motion to allow the First Selectman to sign the application to put in rain gardens at the Library.
Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.
C. Easement Grant for CT Water
1. K. Beausoleil stated that the back parking lot was discovered to be owned by CT Water. The parking lot is covered by the Town’s insurance. CT Water does not want to sell the property to the Town; instead they want to swap easements. They would have an easement to use the Town’s parking lot to access their property, and the Town would have an easement to park on their property. 

2. Ken Beausoleil moved and Steve Herbert seconded the motion to approve the two easements between CT Water and the Town of Thompson as presented.

Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.

X. Citizens’ Comments

A. Al Landry, 33 Randall Rd., asked if the Town will stay pay for heat at the Ellen Larned Museum if the building ownership is transferred to the Thompson Historical Society. K. Beausoleil stated that that could be a question to ask at the Town Meeting. Al Landry suggested that it should be figured out before the Town Meeting.
XI. Executive Session: Possible Land Acquisition, CBU vs. Town of Thompson Litigation

A. Ken Beausoleil moved and Shaina Smith seconded the motion to go into Executive Session with the Board of Selectmen at 9:25 PM.

Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.
B. The Board entered Executive Session at 9:25 PM.

C. The Board came out of Executive Session at 10:05 PM. No action was taken.

XII. Tax Refunds: None
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XIII. Adjourn

A. 
Steve Herbert moved and Ken Beausoleil seconded the motion to adjourn.


Ken Beausoleil- Yes

Shaina Smith- Yes

Steve Herbert- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.

B. First Selectman Ken Beausoleil adjourned the meeting at 10:06 PM.

Tina Fox

Recording Secretary
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