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                           TOWN of

          THOMPSON
                                 BOARD OF FINANCE


Minutes: Regular Meeting
Thursday, January 19, 2017
Thompson Library/Community Center
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7:00 PM



Chairman Aaron McGarry called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
I.
Roll call
A. Members Present: Jim Bellavance, Ray Faucher, Jr., Larry Groh, Jr., Aaron McGarry, Rhonda Rooney, and Susanne Witkowski.
B. Members Absent: None
C. Staff Present:

Tina Fox, Recording Secretary


Orla McKiernan-Raftery, Finance Director

D. Also Present: Members of the Public
A. McGarry brought up an issue regarding the Executive Session listed on the agenda. Town Attorney St. Onge stated that he was present to report on a potential claim, and matters that are in actual litigation or litigation strategy.

Susanne Witkowski moved and Larry Groh, Jr. seconded the motion to move agenda item 5 and make that a new item 2.

Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes
Susanne Witkowski- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.
2.
Executive Session: Update from Town Attorney on Pending Litigation and Legal Strategies
A.
Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Susanne Witkowski seconded the motion to change the wording of the Executive Session to: Update from Town Attorney on Pending Litigation or Legal Strategies.
Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes
Susanne Witkowski- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.
B. Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Susanne Witkowski seconded the motion to go into Executive Session with the Board of Finance, Town Attorney, First Selectman, Chairman of the Board of Education, and Superintendent.

Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes
Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes
Susanne Witkowski- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.
C. The Board of Finance went into Executive Session at 7:06 PM with Town Attorney Bill St. Onge, First Selectman Ken Beausoleil, Chairman of the Board of Education Bill Witkowski, and Superintendent Dr. Michael Jolin.
D. The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:27 PM.
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E. Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Susanne Witkowski seconded the motion to take a five minute recess.

Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes
Susanne Witkowski- Yes
The motion carried unanimously.
F. The Board came out of recess at 8:34 PM.

II. Approve Minutes

A. 
Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Ray Faucher, Jr. seconded the motion to approve the minutes of November 15, 2016 as written.
Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes
Susanne Witkowski- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.

III. Correspondence
A. Memo from Mill Sites Redevelopment Agency Committee Chairman regarding 929 Riverside Dr.

B. Memo from Diana Couture, Assessor, regarding increase to taxes to be collected.

C. Email from Noel Lafayette dated December 28, 2016 related to possible solar power at the Thompson Public Schools.

D. Emails between Rene Morin, Tax Collector, and Orla McKiernan-Raftery, Finance Director, related to statements made by the auditor at the December meeting.

E. Email from Joseph Lindley regarding the 1909 Tourtellotte Memorial High School Window Replacement Project Update.

F. Email from Joe Lindley received January 19, 2017.
IV. Citizen’s Comments: None
V. Executive Session: Moved to item 2 on the agenda.

VI. Kenneth Beausoleil: Selectmen’s Update
A. K. Beausoleil stated that the Town has been cited for three storm water permit violations, and the situation is still in the process of being resolved. The MS4 storm water permit was not budgeted for and may cost up to $12,000 to meet new federal requirements. The situation with the MERS program/defined retirement plan is still being worked on, and CCM may be proposing legislation regarding the issue to help all towns in the State.
B. R. Rooney asked about the proposed solar project. K. Beausoleil stated that it is ongoing and being considered/reviewed by the Building Committee.
C. R. Faucher, Jr. asked about the roof at the Ellen Larned Building. K. Beausoleil stated that it will go to Referendum in February.

D. The Board further discussed the retirement plan issue.
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VII. Dr. Michael Jolin: Education Update
A. 
Dr. Jolin stated that the proposed school budget was presented to the Board of Education on Tuesday. There was a significant decrease in out of district special education. The Board is looking at the possibility of developing programs to help keep students in district. There has been no discussion about taking students who are already placed out of district and bringing them back. There is a 3% preliminary increase in the BOE budget. There were four responses for the bus RFP, but only three fulfilled the terms and stipulations of the RFP. Neal Breen is working with a consultant to review the bids, and the analysis may be in by Wednesday. 
B. 
R. Faucher, Jr. asked if the decision to outsource the bussing at the school belongs with the BOE. Dr. Jolin stated that an attorney has stated the decision belongs with the BOE, but common sense says it will have to be a joint decision.

VIII. Orla McKiernan-Raftery: Financial Report
A. 
O. McKiernan-Raftery provided a verbal report on Town finances through the end of December. 
B. 
R. Faucher, Jr. asked about the Marianapolis pilot in lieu of taxes. O. McKiernan-Raftery stated that the bill was submitted in December and she will follow up with that.
C. 
R. Faucher, Jr. questioned the funds in surplus. The amount did not include the money for Community Fire’s equipment that was voted on at Referendum. O. McKiernan-Raftery stated that she will provide updated numbers.
IX. Board of Trustees of the Tourtellotte Fund
A. 
A. McGarry read the email received that day from Joe Lindley aloud. The email included a request of $50,000 for Fiscal Year 2018.
B. 
R. Faucher, Jr. stated that this usually goes in as a budget request. It should be forwarded to the BOS to include in their budget presentation. L. Groh, Jr. agreed.
X. New Business: None
XI. Old Business

A. School Readiness Tuition for Fiscal Year 2013 and Fiscal Year 2014: Total not to exceed $30,000
1. A. McGarry stated that Neal Breen made a request to include this on the agenda, but the suggested dollar amounts have not yet been verified.
2. O. McKiernan-Raftery stated that she received the data that day, but has not had a chance to verify it.

3. L. Groh, Jr. suggested including the verified amounts on next month’s agendas as two different items, separated by Fiscal Year.

4. O. McKiernan-Raftery stated that she would not like the Board to move forward until the auditors have sent a response.

5. S. Witkowski asked that the Board be made aware if the school will be placed in jeopardy of losing this grant, so that a special meeting could be held, if necessary.
XII. Board of Finance Members Comments: None
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XIII. Adjourn

A.
Susanne Witkowski moved and Larry Groh, Jr. seconded the motion to adjourn.

Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes
Susanne Witkowski- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.

B.
A. McGarry adjourned the meeting at 9:17 PM.

Tina Fox
Recording Secretary
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