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          THOMPSON
                                 BOARD OF FINANCE


Minutes: Regular Meeting
Thursday, February 16, 2017
Thompson Library/Community Center
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7:00 PM



Chairman Aaron McGarry called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
I.
Roll call
A. Members Present: Ray Faucher, Jr., Larry Groh, Jr., Aaron McGarry, Rhonda Rooney, and Susanne Witkowski.
B. Members Absent: Jim Bellavance
C. Staff Present:

Tina Fox, Recording Secretary


Orla McKiernan-Raftery, Finance Director

D. Also Present: Members of the Public
II. Approve Minutes

A. 
January 19, 2017
1.
The Board agreed to wait to approve these minutes pending a question regarding the meeting.
B. 
January 23, 2017
1.
The Board agreed that these minutes did not require approval as there was no quorum and the meeting was not held.
III. Correspondence
A.
Memo from Ron Nossek received February 13, 2017.

B.
Email from Noel Lafayette received February 10, 2017.
C.
Information regarding Governor Malloy’s FY 18 proposed budget received February 8, 2017.
D.
Email from Neal Breen in response to memo from Ron Nossek received after agenda was posted.
IV. Citizen’s Comments: None
V. Kenneth Beausoleil: Selectmen’s Update
A. K. Beausoleil stated that additional correspondence was received from Noel Lafayette. The Town Attorney has responded to the correspondence and stated that all further communication regarding the project from Noel Lafayette should be sent directly to the Town Attorney as he will be handling the matter directly. The Board of Selectmen is currently going through budget meetings. CCM is championing legislation regarding the MERS issue. The Economic Development Commission is moving forward with NECCOG with the branding/marketing study. John Filchak was asked to expedite those meetings. UCONN is going to be doing a business inventory in Town at no cost. EDC has agreed that they would not have an issue if money is drawn from their budget to upgrade the website. The informational regarding the mill at 929 Riverside Dr. was well attended. The final report related to the Brownfield grant for the Belding mill will be presented by CME Engineering at the February 21, 2017 BOS meeting. 
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(Selectmen’s Update Continued) There was a Town Meeting on Monday and all four ordinances were approved. There will be a Referendum on Wednesday, February 22nd from Noon to 8:00 PM for the roof at the Ellen Larned building. 
VI. Dr. Michael Jolin: Education Update
A. 
Dr. Jolin presented copies of the enrollment report. There will be a special budget meeting on Saturday, February 25th to accommodate people who cannot attend evening meetings. They are still analyzing the school bus bids.
B. 
S. Witkowski asked about the criteria for children who are home-schooled needing to register. Dr. Jolin stated that the state requires that home-schooled children submit a plan, but there are no criteria for approving or not approving the plan. He also stated that the list of enrollment numbers includes only some private schools like Marianapolis and St. Joes, but there are almost certainly some children at other prep schools that are not tracked.

VII. Orla McKiernan-Raftery: Financial Report
A. 
O. McKiernan-Raftery provided a verbal report on Town finances through the end of January. 
B. 
R. Faucher, Jr. asked about the special education grant. O. McKiernan-Raftery answered that usually the Town receives a large portion in February or March, then the remainder in June.
C. 
R. Faucher, Jr. asked about Town Council as that line was supposed to be over expended. O. McKiernan-Raftery stated that the line is not yet over expended, and it could be a timing issue as union negotiations are coming up but have not started yet.
VIII. Board of Trustees of the Tourtellotte Fund
A. 
Joe Lindley stated that the Board of Trustees held a public meeting this week and the recommendation is to allocate $50,000 for FY 2018. He provided a brief update eon some of the ongoing and upcoming projects.
IX. New Business
A. Audit Contract

1. O. McKiernan-Raftery stated that the contract with the current auditors ended with the last fiscal year, and there is currently no contract for the FY 2017 audit. The BOF gets to choose if they would like to go out to bid. She recommended asking for an extension of the current contract for at least one fiscal year

2. No decision was made by the Board at this time, with a consensus that Chairman A. McGarry would continue to handle the situation.
X. Old Business

A. School readiness tuition for fiscal year 2013: total not to exceed $12,842
1. There was significant discussion between the Board and others regarding this item. The memo from the auditor did not recommend reimbursing this money to the school. Neal Breen argued that the Board of Education never had a chance to spend this money as it should have. S. Witkowski was extremely concerned with jeopardizing the future of the grant. O. McKiernan-Raftery was concerned that if the money was reimbursed, the Board of Education would be “double-dipping.”
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2. Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Susanne Witkowski seconded the motion to fund $12,842 for Fiscal Year 2013 to reimburse the school for the school readiness tuition to be spent per the plan that was outlined and approved by the State of Connecticut and to come out of fund balance.
a. 
There was continued discussion, with A. McGarry pointing out that the representative from the State that has stated these funds need to be reimbursed to the BOE has only ever received dollar amount from Neal Breen and has never been presented with an alternative amount.
b. 
Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Susanne Witkowski seconded the motion to move the question.
Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes
Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes
Rhonda Rooney- Yes
Susanne Witkowski- Yes
The motion (to move the question) carried unanimously.
Ray Faucher, Jr.-No

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes
Rhonda Rooney- No

Susanne Witkowski- Yes
The motion (to fund $12,842…) carried.
B. School readiness tuition for fiscal year 2014: total not to exceed $15,883

1.
Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Susanne Witkowski seconded the motion to fund $15,883 for Fiscal Year 2014 to reimburse the school for the school readiness tuition to be spent per the plan that was outlined and approved by the State of Connecticut and to come out of fund balance.

Ray Faucher, Jr.-No

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes
Rhonda Rooney- No

Susanne Witkowski- Yes

The motion carried.
XI. Board of Finance Members Comments
A.
A. McGarry presented CT Statute 10-22 and read a portion of the Statute aloud. He stated that he plans to do his best to comply with the Statute, but noted that it does not state that the BOF must write down recommendations to the BOE. Bill Witkowski, BOE Chairman, stated that they are getting an opinion from their attorney in regards to the Statute.
XII. Adjourn

A.
Susanne Witkowski moved and Ray Faucher, Jr. seconded the motion to adjourn.

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes
Rhonda Rooney- Yes

Susanne Witkowski- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.

B.
A. McGarry adjourned the meeting at 8:34 PM.

Tina Fox
Recording Secretary
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