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                           TOWN of

          THOMPSON
                                 BOARD OF FINANCE


Minutes: Regular Meeting
Thursday, March 16, 2017
Thompson Library/Community Center
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7:00 PM



Chairman Aaron McGarry called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.
I.
Roll call
A. Members Present: Jim Bellavance, Ray Faucher, Jr., Larry Groh, Jr., Aaron McGarry, and Rhonda Rooney.
B. Members Absent: Susanne Witkowski
C. Staff Present:

Tina Fox, Recording Secretary
D. Also Present: Members of the Public
II. Approve Minutes

A. 
January 19, 2017
1. Ray Faucher, Jr. moved and Larry Groh, Jr. seconded the motion to approve the minutes of January 19, 2017 as written.
Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes


The motion carried unanimously.
B. 
February 16, 2017
1. Rhonda Rooney moved and Jim Bellavance seconded the motion to approve the minutes of February 16, 2017 as written.

Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes


The motion carried unanimously.

C. 
March 2, 2017

1. Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Rhonda Rooney seconded the motion to approve the minutes of March 2, 2017 with the following correction:

a.
Page 2, item 6: “…attendance benefit and attendance incentive…” rather than “…TEND benefit and TEND incentive...”
Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes


The motion carried unanimously.
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D. 
March 9, 2017

1. Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Ray Faucher, Jr. seconded the motion to approve the minutes of March 9, 2017 with the following correction:

a.
Page 1, “…wishes to say something…” rather than “…wises to say something…”

Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes


The motion carried unanimously.

III. Correspondence
A. Email from Ken Beausoleil regarding fire department budgets.
B. Email from Joe Lindley received March 14, 2017 stating that he will not be able to attend the current BOF meeting, including a brief update on the Board of Trustees of the Tourtellotte Fund.
C. Email from Ron Nossek of Blum Shapiro regarding the audit contract.

D. Email from Neal Breen received March 15, 2017 regarding CGS 10-222

1.
Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Rhonda Rooney seconded the motion to add to the agenda “Board of Finance Recommendation to Board of Education per CGS 10-222” under New Business.
Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes


The motion carried unanimously.
E. Email from Ken Beausoleil received March 15, 2017 asking to add “Fire Department Study for $9,850” to the agenda.

IV. Citizen’s Comments
A.
Don Pimental, 40 Starr Rd., stated that the Town has spent $17,000 on legal counsel for the Starr Rd. issue. He asked if there is a limit on what can be spent. It is based on a forged document. Something should be done about any further spending on the Starr Rd. issue. $17,000 wouldn’t have been spent if someone would have done their due diligence. The issue wouldn’t have gotten this far if the forgery hadn’t been committed. He passed around letters from former First Selectman Paul Lenky, and the Chief State’s Attorney’s office. He is concerned because the issue keeps carrying on. It is illegal to hand out an altered document.
V. Kenneth Beausoleil: Selectmen’s Update
A. 
K. Beausoleil stated that the Economic Development Commission is doing a branding/identify study in conjunction with NECCOG, with meetings on the third Monday of the month. University of Connecticut students will be doing a senior class project of creating an inventory of businesses in Thompson. Information was forwarded to the Board regarding school bus inspections. The highway crew did a great job during the snow storm. He passed out a proposal for a fire department study and asked that if the item could be on the next BOF agenda.
B. 
There was discussion about whether or not the fire department study could be included on the agenda for March 23, 2017. The Board agreed to add it as an agenda item for that meeting.
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VI. Dr. Michael Jolin: Education Update
A. 
Dr. Jolin stated that enrollment at the school has not changed since the prior month. He thanked everyone at the school and with the Town who worked to be able to get the school opened for Wednesday after the snow storm. The BOE will likely be meeting on Wednesday, March 22nd to review the bus RFPs. The Town Finance Director and Selectman Steve Herbert have been helpful with providing data and analyzing the bus RFP.
B. 
S. Herbert stated that he offered to help Neal Breen with the financial analysis of comparing the costs of outsourcing based on the bids received with keeping the school bus transportation in-house. The analysis is not finished yet, and will be forwarded to the BOF when it is finished.

C. 
R. Rooney stated that she is happy everyone is working together as a team on this issue.

VII. Orla McKiernan-Raftery: Financial Report
A. 
A. McGarry stated that O. McKiernan-Raftery was not present for this meeting, but did forward the February numbers. The Board agreed to add this as an agenda item for the March 23, 2017 meeting.
VIII. Board of Trustees of the Tourtellotte Fund
A. 
A. McGarry read an email that provided a brief update of the Board of Trustees of the Tourtellotte Fund from Joe Lindley aloud.
IX. New Business
A. Bus RFP
1.
A. McGarry stated that he requested this as an agenda item after there were two joint meetings of the BOF, BOE and BOS. The purpose of the agenda item was not to take action, but was included incase discussion was needed.

B. Board of Finance Recommendation to the Board of Education per CGS 10-222

1. A. McGarry suggested that the process should be formalized by approving a motion.
2. Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Jim Bellavance seconded the motion that the Board of Finance recommends to the Board of Education that it looks into recycling everything possible including paper at the school, and it looks into possible cost savings from consolidation as it relates to any and all non-educational items including worker’s compensation, liability insurance, and enhanced purchase power.


Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes


Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes



The motion carried unanimously.

X. Old Business

A. Audit Contract
1. A. McGarry stated that Ron Nossek offered the same fee for the next fiscal year with a 2% increase the following two years. No engagement letter was received yet. He will respond to the email asking for an engagement letter.
2. R. Faucher, Jr. suggested that Ron Nossek be told the next BOF meeting is April 19, 2017, and the Board would like to act on the contract by then.
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XI. Board of Finance Members Comments
A. L. Groh, Jr. asked if K. Beausoleil has an update on the Starr Rd. issue.
1.
K. Beausoleil answered that the attorney fees will be on-going. A lawsuit has been filed. The Town will incur fees based on litigation unless the parties withdraw the case.
XII. Adjourn

A.
Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Ray Faucher, Jr. seconded the motion to adjourn.

Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.
B.
A. McGarry adjourned the meeting at 7:53 PM.

Tina Fox
Recording Secretary
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