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                           TOWN of

          THOMPSON
                                 BOARD OF FINANCE


Minutes: Regular Meeting
Thursday, March 23, 2017
Thompson Library/Community Center
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7:00 PM



Chairman Aaron McGarry called the meeting to order at 7:13 PM.
I.
Roll call
A. Members Present: Ray Faucher, Jr., Larry Groh, Jr., Aaron McGarry, Rhonda Rooney and Susanne Witkowski.
B. Members Absent: Jim Bellavance
C. Staff Present:

Tina Fox, Recording Secretary

Orla McKiernan-Raftery, Finance Director
D. Also Present: Members of the Public
II. Correspondence
A. Email from Danielle Pederson related to the school bus RFP.
B. Email from Joe Lindley regarding the Board of Trustees of the Tourtellotte Fund.

C. Email from Rhonda Rooney regarding a decrease in the school budget for Salem, CT.

D. Email from Alison Boutaugh regarding Thompson Library statistics.

E. Email from Diane Couture regarding a decrease in the Grand List.

III. Citizen’s Comments: None
IV. Orla McKiernan-Raftery: Financial Report
A. 
O. McKiernan-Raftery provided a verbal report on finances through the end of February.
V. $9,850 for Fire Department Study
A. 
K. Beausoleil stated that there was discussion during the last budget season that Thompson should look at long term effects and needs of the Town with regards to the fire departments. A company out of Mendon, MA prepared a quote of $9,850 for a study. The Board of Selectmen approved a motion to request the funds from the BOF.
B. 
S. Witkowski asked if there was a written estimate of what the company will evaluate/what the Town will receive exactly for that dollar amount. K. Beausoleil stated that there is not a break down in writing, but before any contract is signed, the BOS will make sure it meets the needs of the Town.

C. 
R. Rooney asked if the company will look at consolidating the fire departments. S. Herbert answered that the intention is to have the company evaluate the fire departments in general and not ask specifically to consider consolidation so as not to bias the company and their report one way or the other.
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D. 
Ray Faucher, Jr. moved and Larry Groh, Jr. seconded the motion to appropriate $9,850 to a fire and ambulance public safety operation examination to be funded from contingency.

1. A. McGarry stated that Sturbridge, MA conducted a similar report, and asked if this is the same company. K. Beausoleil responded affirmatively. A. McGarry asked if Sturbridge seemed satisfied with their report. K. Beausoleil stated that he gets the sense that Sturbridge is satisfied with the product they received.

2. R. Faucher, Jr. stated that the BOS should request something more detailed in writing from the company before entering into an engagement.
Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes
Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes
Rhonda Rooney- Yes
Susanne Witkowski- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.

VI. Budget Workshop
A. O. McKiernan-Raftery suggested making the change to the Grand List that the Assessor indicated in her correspondence. The reduction to the Grand List resulted in a mill rate of 31.26.
B. The Board discussed the following departments in the budget: Building Official, Building Board of Appeals, General Services, Veterans Services, Public Health, Library Administration, Community Center, Celebrations, Historian, Recreation Commission, Planning and Community Development, Planning and Zoning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, Inland Wetlands Commission, Conservation Commission, Economic Development Commission, Building Committee, Fringe Benefits, Municipal Insurance, Capital Expenditures, Transfers, Debt Retirement, Contingency, and Capital Improvements. No changes were made.

VII. Adjourn

A.
Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Susanne Witkowski seconded the motion to adjourn.

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes
Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes
Rhonda Rooney- Yes
Susanne Witkowski- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.

B.
A. McGarry adjourned the meeting at 9:04 PM.

Tina Fox
Recording Secretary
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