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                           TOWN of

          THOMPSON
                                 BOARD OF FINANCE


Minutes: Special Meeting
Wednesday, May 31, 2017
Thompson Library/Community Center
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7:00 PM



Chairman Aaron McGarry called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
I.
Roll call
A. Members Present: Jim Bellavance, Ray Faucher, Jr., Larry Groh, Jr., Aaron McGarry, Rhonda Rooney, and Susanne Witkowski.
B. Members Absent: None
C. Staff Present:

Tina Fox, Recording Secretary

Orla McKiernan-Raftery, Finance Director
D. Also Present: Members of the Public
II. Citizen’s Comments
A. 
Christine Campbell, 861 Thompson Rd., wanted to bring something to the Board’s attention. At the January 17th BOE budget presentation, it was stated that their budget had a positive differential of $400,000. The school posted a statement on their Facebook page on May 25th regarding the surplus. C. Campbell read the statement aloud. She stated that the school proposed adding eight new positions because of the $400,000 positive differential when what they should have done is not ask for more money. She read a statement from the second page of the pamphlet that was distributed at the January 17th meeting regarding the positive differential. She distributed copies of the pamphlet to Board members.

B. 
Mike Krogul, Walker Dr., asked if this meeting will have a budget workshop. A. McGarry answered that a budget workshop is not planned at this time. M. Krogul stated that he hopes the Board looks at all expenditures by the BOE and BOS. He has a problem that when the BOE is asked for costs, they won’t provide anything. It is the Board’s responsibility to question where the money is going. He would like to see level funding to the school or for them to open their books before any other money is given to them.

III. FY 2018 Budget: Options and Possible Action
A. 
A. McGarry explained that at the previous meeting, the Board discussed the possibility of going into FY 2018 using last year’s mill rate due to the State not passing a budget yet, and the possibility of only sending real estate bills in July, then sending motor vehicle tax bills at a later date. The Board agreed to seek the opinion of the Town Attorney.
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B. 
Town Attorney William St. Onge discussed State statutes regarding mill rates and budgets. He stated that CGS 12-123 authorizes the BOS to set a mill rate they think is sufficient to meet the Town’s needs if the Town fails to adopt an adequate budget. CGS 7-405 stipulates that the BOF or other budget-making authority can authorize expenditures for 90 days, and after 90 days, the ability to make appropriations is then on a month to month basis, and the Town can only expend an amount not to exceed the previous year’s budget. He could not find any statutory authority that would allow the Town to tax only real estate and/or to use the previous year’s mill rate. The Town of Windham has issued real estate bills in July at the previous year’s mill rate and waited until the town set an official mill rate to send motor vehicle bills later in the year. He spoke to the attorney for the Town of Windham regarding that proposal, but Windham is a charter town, whereas Thompson operates under the general statutes.
C. 
The Board asked various questions to receive more details regarding these statutes and the options the Board has in continuing the budget process.
D. 
R. Rooney also asked about the BOE budget, specifically whether or not the BOE budget can be below what it was the previous year. Attorney St. Onge explained that the State can withhold aid from the Town on a 2 to 1 basis if the BOE expends less than the previous year. For example, if the budget is cut by $200,000, the State would reduce aid by $400,000 the next year. After further questioning, he also stated that a representative from the school should be able to explain MBR (Minimum Budget Requirement) in more detail.
E. 
The Board agreed to continue with budget workshops. The next meeting will be Monday, June 5, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the Thompson Library/Community Center.

F. 
Christine Campbell requested that her comments be included in the minutes. A. McGarry assured her that they will be under Citizen’s Comments.
IV. Adjourn

A.
Larry Groh, Jr. moved and Susanne Witkowski seconded the motion to adjourn.

Jim Bellavance- Yes

Ray Faucher, Jr.-Yes

Larry Groh, Jr.- Yes

Aaron McGarry- Yes

Rhonda Rooney- Yes
Susanne Witkowski- Yes

The motion carried unanimously.

B.
A. McGarry adjourned the meeting at 7:51 PM.

Tina Fox
Recording Secretary
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