TOWN OF THOMPSON

ORDINANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2014 * 7:00 AM

MERRILL SENEY COMMUNITY ROOM

PRESENT:  Charles Paquette, Al Landry, Celeste Guimont, Joanne Hall

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 AM.

1) Discussion of Old/New Ordinances

●Charles Paquette spoke to First Selectman Paul Lenky regarding filling the member vacancies on the committee, after some discussion it wouldn’t be feasible to bring new members in now seeing we’re basically wrapping up all the work & it would be more time consuming bringing the new members up to date with all the changes. The ordinance committee began in March 2008.

●Charles Paquette spoke to First Selectman Paul Lenky regarding a “Blasting Ordinance”. Both Charlie & First Selectman Lenky are aware of the blasting issues that have been occurring in Town, several townspeople have been negatively impacted by the blasting in Town & it’s a burden to those property owners. Committee members feel it should be looked into, we can see what other towns have in place, & Donna will check with John Filchak of NECCOG for blasting ordinance information. Al Landry stated he believes the State level of blasting regulations may be changing if they haven’t already because several towns throughout the state are being affected by blasting. Donna will gather as much information as possible from other towns, NECCOG, & the State if applicable, for the next meeting.
●Members questioned the 3 final “revised ordinances” that they submitted to the Board of Selectmen in October prior to the election, what is the status on these 3 “revised ordinances” ~ Constable/Emergency Management Personnel; Inland Wetlands; & Conservation Ordinances. (The Flood Ordinance wasn’t completed at the time & the Planning & Zoning Ordinance members voted to keep the membership at 10 members & not reduce it to 9 members). When are they going to be put these 3 “revised ordinances” to Town Meeting? Donna will check with First Selectman Lenky.
●Members briefly discussed “Appointed Municipal Officials” what are their terms & when do they get reappointed? For example the assessor, finance director, building official, zoning officer, wetlands officer, conservation officer, town planner, recreation director, etc. They should be reappointed the meeting following the election. Members would like Donna to find out what their terms are & if we need an ordinance to state when they are reappointed & when they are sworn in. 
2) Flood Control Ordinance ~ Awaiting information from FEMA

●Donna notified members that we have received the changes from FEMA, & there are a lot of changes. Donna is anticipating she will receive the revisions from Marla Butts, Wetlands Agent, within the next week & will have everything ready for the next meeting.
3) History Ordinances Reviewed

●Member discussion ensued, some ordinances were inadvertently put into the  “History” book, however, they are still active ordinances & should remain in the current “Code of Ordinance” book, (for example the Flood ordinance was put in the “history” book & it is still an active ordinance). Donna has circled the ordinances on the old table of contents of the ordinances that were put in “history”. Members began reviewing the items & after reviewing them, they were either left in the “history” book or brought into the current “Code of Ordinances” book, or left in the table of contents with a line reference after it as to where you could find the information on it (for example the Bazaars & Raflles was put in history, however, the title Bazaars & Raffles will remain in the Table of Contents with the wording after it to read “see current Zoning Regulations & the CT. General Statutes). Members completed the review of all the history ordinances.
Members discussed the next meeting date.  The next meeting will be held Thursday, March 27, 2014 at 7:00 AM in the Merrill Seney Community Room of the Town Hall.

The meeting adjourned at 8:44 AM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna M. Hall,

Recording Secretary

