TOWN OF THOMPSON

ORDINANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, MAY 29, 2014 @ 7:00 AM

MERRILL SENEY COMMUNITY ROOM – TOWN HALL

PRESENT:  Charles Paquette, Al Landry, JoAnn Hall, Celeste Guimont

ALSO PRESENT:  First Selectman Paul Lenky

Charles Paquette called the meeting to order at 7:10 AM.

1) Accept Minutes

A Motion was made by JoAnn Hall to accept the Minutes of the 5-1-14 Meeting, seconded by Celeste Guimont.  All in favor, motion carried.

2) Discussion of any Proposed New Ordinances ~ None

3)  Unresolved Issues

     a) Status of three (3) Ordinances sent to Board of Selectmen
Donna submitted copies to the members of the three (3) ordinances that were sent to the Board of Selectmen for action last October 2013. The Board of Selectmen have reviewed them & made minor changes.  First Selectman Paul Lenky stated regarding the “Conservation Ordinance”, the Second Selectman Kerstin Forrester proposed that the “membership” be appointed by the Board of Selectmen instead of the First Selectman. Member discussion ensued, Al Landry believes the membership appointment is dictated by state statute & feels Mr. Lenky should have the power to appoint members on his own merit. The consensus of the members agreed & will keep the membership appointment by the First Selectman & not the Board of Selectmen. Donna has since the meeting researched the Statute 7-131(a) of the CT. General Statutes & it states the conservation members are “to be appointed by the chief executive officer of the municipality”. Therefore, this proposed change will not be made & the ordinance will remain as submitted. Regarding the “Wetlands Ordinance” no changes were proposed. Regarding the “Constables Ordinance” no changes were proposed. Regarding the “Planning & Zoning Ordinance” First Selectman Paul Lenky stated the Board of Selectmen went with the P&Z Commission’s vote & request that the membership be changed & decreased from ten (10) members to nine (9) members. Charles Paquette does not agree with this decision, he feels & the consensus of the ordinance committee members agreed to keep the membership at ten (10) members for the simple reasoning of more members, more voices, more input & guidance. There are ten (10) burrows in Thompson, ideally would be great to get a member from each burrow of Town. This proposed change wouldn’t be effective until five (5) years from now anyways for the next election.  A Motion was made by Celeste Guimont to keep the Planning & Zoning Commission membership at ten (10) regular members and three (3) alternates, seconded by Charles Paquette.  All in favor, motion carried. Regarding the “Wandering of Farm Animals Ordinance” no changes were proposed.  These four (4) ordinances will be forwarded back to the Board of Selectmen for Town action.
b) Town Clerk’s Term of Office

Donna submitted copies of a proposed “Town Clerk, Term of Office” ordinance that would change the current term of office for the Town Clerk from two (2) years to a four (4) year term. Due to the fact the person is just getting settled in & starting projects when it’s time to run for election again. Jeff Barske, Town Clerk is in favor of the longer term. Member discussion ensued regarding the differences between appointed & elected, would need to be a resident if appointed; the Tax Collector would fall into this category as well. Charles Paquette & Al Landry both feel the Board of Selectmen should be four (4) year terms as well. First Selectman Paul Lenky stated if these positions get changed to appointed positions they may qualify for Union Positions, as there is currently a Department Head Union in Town Hall. First Selectman Paul Lenky stated he is in favor of the longer terms due to the fact the person is just learning the position & starting projects & then you have to run for election again. Discussion ensued regarding all commissions & boards, these should all be looked into, the terms should be four (4) year terms, not two (2), five (5), six (6), etc., two (2) is too short, & people don’t want to commit to six (6) year terms.  Charles Paquette feels they should be looked at individually. Donna will ask the Town Clerk for a listing of all the Town positions & Board positions & their terms of office for the next meeting for members to review. Donna will ask the Tax Collector for his input as well.  Discussion ensued, will add this line item to next meeting agenda.
c) Residency Requirement

Donna stated she has not researched thoroughly, due to time constraints. The Board of Education is a major problem in the Town. First Selectman Paul Lenky stated MA teachers only have a one (1) year contract, they are reviewed & renewed annually. Donna will continue to work on & get more information, will add this line item to next meeting agenda.

d) New Committee Members Update ~ Charles Paquette spoke to John Mahon, Zoning Enforcement Officer, to see if he was interested in volunteering for the committee. John Mahon did volunteer for the committee & is awaiting First Selectman Paul Lenky to appoint him. Discussion followed, members were happy John volunteered & informed Mr. Lenky that all he has to do is basically appoint him & have him sworn in as Mr. Groh had done for all them in the past. First Selectman Paul Lenky stated he spoke with Paul Baer, who is the Town Website volunteer, regarding listing all the boards & commission vacancies on the Town Webpage. The members were glad to hear this was getting accomplished.
e) Proposed Blasting Ordinance ~ Awaiting State Amendments

f) Town Charter Requirements

Al Landry was interested in what the differences were between our Town government & having a Town Charter. Discussion ensued, the consensus of the members agreed to keep as is.

4) Code of Ordinances Booklet Update

Donna submitted a revised & updated “Table of Contents” for the Code of Ordinances Book, the history ordinances that are still currently active were re-inserted into this Table of Contents with “History” beside the heading. Therefore acknowledging they are in “History” for persons researching those specifically. Discussion ensued, members will take them home to review for the next meeting, will add this line item to next meeting agenda.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 10th, 2014 at 7:00 AM in the Merrill Seney Community Room of the Town Hall.

The meeting adjourned at 8:27 AM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna M. Hall,

Recording Secretary

